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What  is  the  National  Register? 
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Our  Nation’s  inventory  of  historic 
places  authorized  under  the 
National  Historic  Preservation 
Act 


78,000  listings  including  more  than 
1.3  million  historic  properties 
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Role  of  National  Park  Service,  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior 
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•Expands  and  maintains  the 
National  Register 

•Establishes  criteria, 
procedures  and 
guidelines  through 
National  Register 
Bulletins 

•Makes  National  Register 

accessible  to  the  public 


www.cr.nps.gov/nr 
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Expbtt  and  Enjoy  Oar  Heritage 


Executive  Order 


Prejerre  America 

is  a  White  House 
initiative  in 
cooperation  with 
the  Advisory 
Council  on  Historic 
Preservation,  the 
U.S.  Department 
of  the  Interior,  the 
U.S.  Department 
of  Commerce,  the 
U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and 
the  U.S. 
Department  of 
Housing  and 
Urban 

Developme  nt. 


Preserve  America  Executive  Order 

Signed  by  President  Bush  on  March  3,  2003, 
Executive  Order  13287,  "Preserve  America," 
complements  the  Preserve  America  initiative.  The 
order: 

■  Provides  leadership  in  preserving  America's 
heritage  by  actively  advancing  the  protection, 
enhancement,  and  contemporary  use  of  the 
historic  properties  owned  by  the  Federal 
Government,  and  promotes  intergovernmental 
cooperation  and  partnerships  for  the 
preservation  and  use  of  historic  properties. 

■  Directs  Federal  agencies  to  increase  their 
knowledge  of  historic  resources  in  their  care 
and  to  enhance  the  management  of  these 
assets. 

■  Encourages  agencies  to  seek  partnerships 
with  State,  tribal,  and  local  governments  and 
the  private  sector  to  make  more  efficient  and 
informed  use  of  their  resources  for  economic 
development  and  other  recognized  public 
benefits. 

■  Better  combines  historic  preservation  and 
nature  tourism  by  directing  the  agencies  to 
assist  in  the  development  of  local  and  regional 
nature  tourism  programs  using  the  historic 
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•565  listings 


•Nearly  19,000  historic  properties 
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Fort  McPherson,  Atlanta,  GA,  and  Fort  Huachuca,  Sierra  Vista,  AZ 
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Snr.  Officers  Quarters,  Maxwell  Air  Force  Base  in  Montgomery,  AL 
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Coso  Rock  Art  District  National  Historic  Landmark,  Inyo,  CA 
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National  Historic  Landmarks  Theme  Studies 


National  Hist  oiic  Landmarks  are  prefer  ably  identified 
through  theme  studies  Theme  studies  are  the  most  effective 
way  of  identifying  and  nominating  properties  because  they 
provide  a  comparative  analysis  of  properties  associated  with  a 
specific  area  of  American  history,  such  as  the  fur  trade,  earliest 
Americans,  women's  history,  Greek  Revival  architecture,  Man  in 
Space,  or  labor  history.  Theme  studies  provide  a  national  historic 
context  for  specific  topics  in  American  history  or  prehistory.  In 
order  to  make  the  case  for  national  significance,  a  theme  study 
must  provide  that  necessary  national  historic  context  so  that 
national  significance  may  be  judged  for  a  number  of  related 
properties. 


Quick  Links 


What  is  an  NHL? 
Search  for  an  NHL 


Questions/Answers 


Nominations 
Theme  Studies 


StudentsrTeachers 
NFS  Contacts 
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Some  theme  studies  are  mandated  by  Congress,  while  others  are  determined  by  the 
National  Park  Service,  and  generally  prepared  under  cooperative  agreements  or 
contracts  with  other  governmental  entities  or  private  organizations.  In  the  development 
of  theme  studies,  partnerships  with  the  academic  community,  independent  scholars,  and 
others  knowledgeable  about  the  subject  at  hand  are  encouraged.  Emphasis  is  placed  on 
the  preparation  of  theme  studies  that  meet  academic  and  professional  standards,  that 
provide  a  context  from  which  the  most  appropriate  properties  within  the  theme  are 
identified,  that  can  be  used  to  assist  in  the  evaluation  of  historic  properties  at  all  levels, 
and  that  can  be  used  to  educate  the  public  about  the  nation's  heritage.  Theme  studies 
currently  in  progress  are  listed  below.  A  full  list  ofTheme  Studies  is  also  available. 
Theme  studies  available  electronically  are  indicated  by  the  link  provided  from  the  title. 
All  other  studies  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  National  Historic  Landmark  Survey 
at:  1349  C  Street,  NW  (Org.  2280),  Washington,  D.C.,  20240,  202/354-2216.  For  a 
copy  of  the  revised  thematic  framework  please  click  here. 
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Maritime 


World  War  II  & 
the  Homefront 
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•Recognition 

•Consideration  in  Planning  Federal  Projects 

•Tax  Incentives 

•Grants 

•Inclusion  in  NR  Public  Education  and 
Heritage  Tourism  Opportunities 

www.cr.nps.gov/nr 

•No  Federal  Restrictions  on  Private  Owners 
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McClelland  Air  Force  Base,  Sacramento,  CA 
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Our  Newest  Travel  Itinerary 


PAST  FEATURES 


WHAT’S  NEW 


Site  optimized  for  V4.0 
&  above  browsers 
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4.3  million  visitors  and  more  than  164  million  hits  annually 
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Discover  our  Shared  Heritage 
Travel  Itinerary  Series 
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WHERE  DO  YOU  WANT  TO  TRAVEL? 

Click  on  an  v  State  or  Reg  ion  for  Exciting  Destinations 
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Randolph  Field,  Texas,  played  an  exceptional  role  in  the 
development  of  the  air  arm  of  the  U.S.  Army,  which 
eventually  achieved  its  independence  as  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  in  September  1947.  It  was  conceived  and 
designed  as  a  model  airfield  for  flight  training  in  the  mid- 
1920s  for  the  fledgling  Army  Air  Corps.  The  completed 
"Air  City"  became  the  site  of  unique  Air  Corps  schools 
for  flying  training  and  aviation  medicine,  as  well  as  a 
landmark  in  airfield  planning  and  design.  In  addition, 
administrative  headquarters  at  Randolph  Field,  including 
the  Air  Corps  Training  Center,  the  Gulf  Coast  Air 
Corps  Training  Center  and  the  Army  Air  Forces  Central  Flying  Training  Command,  were  keystones 
in  the  organizational  structure  of  the  Army  Air  Corps  and  the  Army  Air  Forces.  Their  roles  were 
pivotal  in  the  Army  air  arm's  40 -year  campaign  to  become  an  independent  branch  of  the  U.S. 
armed  forces. 


Historic  postcard  of  training  plane  over  Randolph 
Field 

Courtesy  o^  Jody  Cook 


The  Army  began  a  flying  training  program  soon  after 
delivery  of  its  first  airplane  to  the  Signal  Corps  in  the 
summer  of  1 909.  By  the  end  of  "World  War  I  there 
were  27  flying  fields  for  training  in  the  United  States, 
however,  all  instruction  at  the  schools  ceased 
immediately  with  the  signing  of  the  Armistice 
(November  11,  1918).  Rapid  demobilization  followed 
and  flying  training  during  the  postwar  period  was  erratic 
for  several  years.  The  Army  eventually  established  a 

Chapel  at  Randolph  Field  built  in  1934  nTTrt^  xxx^t,  frTT,-,  loxx^ln  Twr, -^x 
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Scott  Field  began  when  Shiloh  Valley  Township,  Illinois, 
leased  640  acres  to  the  "War  Department  for  use  as  an 
aviation  site  in  June  1917.  The  War  Department  named 
the  site  after  Corporal  Frank  S.  Scot— the  Erst  enlisted 
man  to  die  in  an  aircraft  accident- -on  July  10,  1917. 

The  layout  of  Scott  Field  was  typical  of  aviation  fields 
built  during  World  War  I.  Construction  began  in  June 
1917,  and  the  Unit  Construction  Company  was 
required  by  the  Signal  Corps  to  build  approximately  60 
buildings,  lay  a  mile -long  railway  spur  to  connect  the 
field  with  a  main  line  on  the  Southern  Railroad  and  level 
off  an  airfield  in  60  days.  Scott  Field  began  as  an  aviation-training  field  for  World  War  I  pilots  in 
August  1917  when  the  1 1th  and  21st  Aero  Squadrons  from  Kelly  Field,  Texas,  arrived.  Later  the 
85th  and  86th  squadrons  arrived,  and  more  than  300  pilots  and  many  ground  units  were  trained  for 
service  by  the  war's  end  in  1918.  Flying  was  discontinued  at  Scott  Field  after  the  war  and  the  base 
population  dropped.  The  War  Department  purchased  Scott  Field  in  1919  for  $1 19,  285.84 


Several  views  of  the  Georgian  Revival 
residences  at  Scott  Field 

Photos  courtesy  of  Illinois  Historic  Preservation 
Agency,  historic  postcard  courtesy  of  Jody  Cook 


Scott  Field  was  transformed  into  a  lighter-than-air 
(LTA)  station  in  1921.  Lighter-than-air  ships  were  used 
at  Scott  Field  to  research  the  capabilities  of  aerial 
photography,  meteorology  and  conduct  altitude 
experiments.  In  the  late  1920s,  emphasis  shifted  from 
airships  to  balloons.  In  1929,  the  12th  Airship  Company 
was  deactivated  and  replaced  the  next  day  by  the  1st 
Balloon  Company.  Airplanes  began  to  dominate 
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WORLD  WAR  II 

In  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
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List  of  Sites 


*  Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area 

♦Forts  Baker,  Barry,  and  Cronkhite 

♦Presidio  of  San  Francisco 

♦Battery  Chamberlin 

♦Fort  Miley  Military  Reservation 

♦Fort  Point  National  Historic  Site 

♦Alcatraz 

♦Fort  Mason  Historic  District 

♦San  Francisco  Maritime  National  Historical  Park 

*C.A.  Thayer 

•Eurska 

♦USS  Pamyanito 

♦SS  Jeremiah  O'Brisn 

♦Belt  Railroad  Engine  House  and  Sandhouse 

♦Central  Embarcadero  Piers  Historic  District 

♦Angel  Island,  U.S.  Immigration  Station 

♦Quarters  1,  Yerb a  Buena  Island,  Naval 

Training  Station 


♦USS  Potomac  ('yacht') 

♦USS  Hornet 

♦Union  Iron  Works  Powerhouse 
♦Room  307,  Gilman  Hall,  University  of 

California 

♦Rosie  the  Riveter- -World  War  II  Home 

Front  National  Histone al  Park 

♦Ford  Motor  Company  Assembly  Plant 

♦Richmond  Shipyard  Number  Three 

♦SS  Rsd  Oak  Victory  (victory  ship') 

♦Winehaven  (Point  Molate) 

♦Hamilton  Army  Airfield  Discontiguous 

Historic  District 
♦Mare  Island  Naval  Shipyard 

♦Benicia  Arsenal 

♦Port  Chicago  Naval  Magazine  National 

Memorial 

♦US.  Naval  Air  Station,  Sunnyvale, 

California,  Historic  District 
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Previous 

*site 


Quarters  t,  Yerba  Buena 
Island,  Naval  Training 
Station 


Next 

Site 


Formerly  known  as  Goat  Island  for  the  herds  of  goats 
once  raised  for  food  there,  the  idea  of  a  military  post  on 
Yerba  Buena  Island  was  originated  in  fear  of  an 
invading  Civil  War  ship  slipping  past  Fort  Point  and 
Alcatraz  during  a  foggy  San  Francisco  night.  It  was  not 
until  the  1870s  that  Camp  Yerba  Buena  Island  was 
completed,  including  construction  of  a  fog  signal  and 
octagonal  lighthouse  (1875)  that  remain  in  pristine 
condition  today.  Just  before  the  turn  of  the  20th  century, 
the  first  U.S.  Naval  Training  Station  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  was  established  on  the  north  east  side  of  the 
island.  Quarters  One,  also  known  as  the  Nimitz  House, 
was  built  c.  1900  as  the  Commandant's  residence.  Its  Classical  Revival  style,  fashionable  for  private 
residences  in  the  Bay  Area  at  that  time,  was  unusual  for  naval  base  housing.  The  training  station 
closed  in  1916. 


Quarters  Qne,  also  known  as  the  Nimitz  House 
Photo  courtesy  of  National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation 


During  World  War  II,  Yerba  Buena  Island  fell  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Treasure  Island  Naval  Station, 
headquarters  of  the  12th  Naval  District.  Built  on  the 
shoals  of  Yerba  Buena  Island,  the  403-acre  Treasure 
Island  was  a  Works  Progress  Administration  (WPA) 
project  in  the  1930s.  After  hosting  the  1939  Golden 
Gate  International  Exposition,  the  Navy  deemed 
Treasure  Island  an  ideal  location  for  transporting  people 
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Previous  U.S.  Naval  Air  Station, 

*!ite  Sunnyvale,  California, 

Historic  District 

As  the  United  States  became  concerned  about  the 
security  of  its  lengthy  coastlines,  dirigibles  (rigid, 
powered  blimps)  became  an  essential  component  of  the 
Navy  Department  starting  in  the  1920s.  Blimps  were 
more  effective  than  balloons:  occupants  were  able  to 
observe  large  areas  of  land  and  sea  for  longer  periods, 
the  craft  were  more  maneuverable;  and  ascent  and 
descent  could  be  more  dependency  controlled.  More 
commonly  known  as  Moffett  Field,  the  U.S.  Naval  Air 
Station  Sunnyvale,  California,  Historic  District  consists 
of  a  large  number  of  buildings  that  were  constructed 
from  the  1930s  on.  By  far  the  most  famous  and  visible 
of  these  are  Hangars  Number  One,  Two  and  Three, 
which  dwarf  the  surrounding  buildings,  standing  as  testament  to  the  engineering  skills  of  their 
builders. 


Current  and  historic  aerial  views  of  Moffett  Field 
Current  photo  from  Nations}  Register  collection, 
historic  photo  courtesy  of  NASA  Ames  Research 
Center,  Moftet  Field,  CA 
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One  of  the  most  recognizable  landmarks  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area,  Hangar  Number  One  was 
constructed  in  1933  to  house  the  Navy  dirigible  USS 
Macon.  During  the  brief  period  that  the  USS  Macon 
was  based  at  Moffett  from  October  1933  until  it  was 
lost  at  sea  in  February  1935,  Hangar  Number  One  not 
only  accommodated  the  giant  airship  but  several  smaller 
non-rigid  LTA  craft  simultaneously.  The  hangar  is  1,133 
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Teaching  with  Historic  Places  Lesson  Plans 


NR  Home  Research  Travel  Puhjcattcn: 


Places  Teach! 


Teaching  with  Histone  Places  (TwHP)  uses  properties  listed  in  the  National  Park 
Service's  National  Register  of  Histone  Places  to  enliven  history,  social  studies, 
geography,  civics,  and  other  subjects.  TwHP  has  created  a  vanety  of  products  and 
activities  that  help  teachers  bring  histone  places  into  the  classroom. 
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Teaching  with  Historic  Places 
highlights  lesson  plans  that  feature  the 
history  of  education  and  histone 
educational  facilities. 


Learn  how  the  United  States 
mobilized  a  massive  construction 
effort  to  build  a  large  merchant  fleet 
to  serve  in  war  and  peace. 
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Teaching  with  Historic  Places  Lesson  Plans- 


The  United  States  Air  Force  Academy: 
Founding  a  Proud  Tradition 


he  Air  Force  Academy  is 

r  built  upon  a  proud 
foundation  and  so  it 
should  be.  For  the 
Academy  is  a  bridge  to 
the  future,  gleaming  with  promise 
of  peace  in  a  stable,  sane 
world...  .Our  airpower  has  kept  the 
peace...  it  is  keeping  the  peace,  God 
willing,  it  will  keep  on  doing  so. 

This  Academy,  we  are  founding 
today,  will  carryforward  that  great 
effort.  -  -Air  F  ore  e  S  e  cretaiy  H  arold  E. 
Talbott,  July  11, 1955 


(USAFA) 


Set  in  the  foothills  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  near  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  the  Air  Force 
Academy's  sleek  modem  architecture,  monumental  scale,  and  dramatic  setting  combine  to  create  a 
stunning  national  monument.  Its  gleaming  aluminum,  steel,  and  glass  buildings  are  not  only  a 
reflection  of  modem  architecture  but  are  a  "living  embodiment  of  the  modernity  of  flying. 1,1 


Established  during  the  first  decade  of  the  Cold  War,  when  the  threat  of  nuclear  attack  and 
Communist  expansion  loomed  large,  the  Air  Force  Academy  symbolized  the  importance  of  air 
power  to  our  nation's  security.  As  the  Air  Force  became  the  nation's  primary  military  arm  during  the 
1950s,  the  Air  Force  Academy  was  charged  with  training  and  educating  officers  capable  of  meeting 
the  challenges  of  the  nuclear  age.  Today,  the  Academy  continues  its  proud  tradition  of  providing  the 
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The  lesson  is  based  on  the  United 
States  Air  Force  Academy,  Cadet 
Area,  one  of  the  thousands  of 
properties  listed  in  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  Cadet 
Area  has  been  designated  a  National 
Historic  Landmark. 


www.cr.nps.gov/nr 
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Teaching  with  Historic  Places  Lesson  Plans - 

Liberty  Ships  and  Victory  Ships, 
America's  Lifeline  in  War 


he  officers  and  men  of 

rthe  Merchant  Marine,  by 
their  devotion  to  duty  in 
the  face  of  enemy  action ? 
as  well  as  natural 

dangers  of  the  sea ,  have  brought  us 
the  tools  to  finish  the  job.  Their 
contribution  to  final  victory  will  be 
long  remembered. 

--General  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  on 
National  Maritime  Day,  1 9451 


(Courtesy  U.S.  Maritime  Administration) 


In  the  nearly  20  years  following  the 
end  of  the  World  War  I,  America's 
merchant  fleet,  including  its  cargo  and 
passenger  ships,  was  becoming 
obsolete  and  declining  in  numbers.  In 
early  1941,  with  war  again  raging  in 
Europe,  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  signed  legislation 
authorizing  an  intensive  ship -building 
program  that  ultimately  produced 
2,751  vessels.  These  mass-produced 
ships  became  known  as  the  Liberty 
ships.  While  reviewing  blueprints  of 
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The  lesson  is  based  on  the  SS 

Jeremiah  O'Brien,  the  SS  John  W. 
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Brown,  the  SS  American  Victory,  the 

SS  Lane  Victory  and  the  SS  Red  Oak 
Victory,  five  of  the  thousands  of 
properties  listed  in  the  National 

Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  SS 
Jeremiah  O'Brien  and  the  SS  Lane 
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